KEY FINDINGS OF 

SUMMATIVE EVALUATION

OF INVENTION AT PLAY
BACKGROUND

The exhibition was evaluated by Randi Korn and Associates at the National Museum of American History (NMAH) in December 2002. Because it is a traveling exhibition, it was decided that there should be an evaluation at one museum on the tour, and the Museum of Science (MOS) in Boston was selected. Evaluation occurred in March 2003.
METHODOLOGY

●  Timing and tracking of 100 drop-in visitors (50 at NMAH and 50 at MOS)
●  Stationed observations of 428 visitors at three hands-on invention activities,  

     particularly noting multigenerational interactions

●  Open-ended exit interviews conducted with 93 visitors – 63 adults and 30 children
     across the two venues.

●  Open ended telephone interviews conducted two months after visitors had visited 
     either NMAH (46 visitors) or MOS ( 23 visitors).  

VISITOR RESPONSES TO THE EXHIBITION

Responses to Activities

●  Spent relatively high median time of 4 minutes at each activity.
●  Actively engaged with the activities, testing new combinations, analyzing properties, 

    discussing and executing plans, experimenting with multiple iterations before and 

    after success.

●  Engaged in high level of multigenerational activity – 62% of family groups used 

    activities together.

●  Nearly all immediately understood how to use activities and spent majority of time 

    tinkering with them purposefully.

Perceptions of Inventors
●  Expressed more comprehensive and nuanced ideas about inventors compared with

    visitors in front-end study

●  Diversity of inventors in exhibition helped broaden visitor’s definitions of “inventor”

●  Expressed an expanded understanding of the invention process, remarking on 

    inventors’ different approaches, on their sources of inspiration, and their willingness 

    to take risks and to fail.

● About 50% made direct play-invention connection; 25% said exhibition was about 
    invention; 25% gave less specific answers – history, science, or a fun hands-on 
    experience.
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